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Introduction 

It is widely known that there have been several changes in 

the education system. These changes have been caused by: 

• Education cuts 

• Changes in the format of assessments 

• Increases in class sizes 

• Changes in school policies regarding reports 

The affect of the changes on an individual are varied as 

people respond to change in different ways. What is certain 

from the above is that the environment surrounding 

education has created several challenges. It would be fair 

to state that the system cannot be relied on in a traditional 

manner; additional support outside the classroom will be 

required in order to make educational outcomes relevant 

in a 21st Century world. 

We have taken five of the most common problems 

identified and provided three solutions to each in this 

booklet. This has been done to provide some assistance in 

clarifying how you may help your child to achieve their 

best outcomes at the end of their educational career, and 

to help them step out into this ever-competitive world with 

confidence. 
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I hope that you enjoy reading this and that it provides 

some clarity for you. 

After reading the contents, if you still have unresolved 

questions, please contact me FREE OF CHARGE to discuss 

any items further. 

In addition, as a thank you for reading this, I have 

included a little gift for you at the end. 

My best wishes to you always 

 

Jacqueline Gold MBA BSc(Hons) PGCE  
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3 Ways to add Instant Impact to your Child’s Education 

Students in high school are generally at an age where they 

think that no-one on earth understands what they are 

going through daily. This is something that very few people 

can break through, not even you! After all, we are just 

parents and carers who went to school (if they allow us 

that memory), in the old days when things were so much 

simpler; we were never their age after all! There are three 

simple steps that you could take to break this destructive 

cycle before it eats into their education too much. 

1. Look for Information that is readily available, free 

and up to date. Check the school website for events 

and talk to them about the things that interest them 

Just the act of checking that website will alert them 

to the fact that you know stuff! As a teacher, one of 

the things that is said to me several times a week by 

many different students is ‘my mum won’t care’ or, ‘I 

delete voicemails before they are listened to’ or just, 

‘my parents don’t care’. I know that is not true, after 

all, I am a busy mum myself and I love that feeling 

that comes over me when my 8-year-old smiles that I 

know about something.  

At JG Educate, we make a special effort to find out 

some key facts about the schools our students attend. 

This makes them feel more comfortable that we care 
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enough to know and contributes to their success in 

being able to engage in their learning. 

2. Listen and Hear without making it about you. As 

tempting and interesting as it might be (to you) don’t 

discuss the things that happened to you at school in 

too much detail. They relate very little and will only 

smile to placate you. Instead, let them talk about their 

experiences in the classroom and offer up funny 

memories (if there are any) about when you were at 

school. Life is busy but listen and hear what they say, 

dig without making it obvious that you are digging. 

That little bit of interest shown by you in 

conversation will really get them on side. You would 

be amazed at the important information that may 

come to you at the right time if it has featured on 

that day.  

 

You can then make an informed decision about 

whether to take direct action through contacting the 

school or agreeing a supportive route forwards with 

them; making them feel a part of the process and 

removes the teenage pressures that they feel. 

 

At JG Educate, we recognise the importance of our 

students feeling like they are an important part of the 

process and Education is not being ‘done to them’. We 
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specialise in building conversations and involving a 

partnership between Student, Parent/Carer, School 

and us. 

3. Find a suitable professional to help. Life can place 

pressures on you too, this can impact on your child as 

exhaustion sets in whilst you make life happen. This 

does not help them as they try to grow up too soon, not 

truly appreciating that life can be a changeable beast 

which needs preparation for. When this happens, we 

need to realise that it is not a failure to find a firm of 

tutors that can provide the whole school lesson 

experience but with the consistent pastoral approach 

which is key to the success of the learning effect. 

This advice does not change if your child attends a 

private school. The need for support is still there. In 

my experience, even the higher prior achievers need 

help in managing their goals, everyone learns 

differently. 

At JG Educate, we operate a system in which: 

- Lessons are prepared and planned according to the 

National Curriculum adjusted for individual 

needs. 

- Exam lessons and revision are as per the Exam 

Boards as advised to us. 
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- All staff are DBS cleared and teaching staff are 

qualified practitioners. 

- Parents/ Carers are given regular feedback on 

progress and additional concerns where identified. 

- Students are Encouraged by our Dedicated, User 

focussed staff. Our level of Care keeps our students 

Aspirational and is Transformative in nature. 

Lessons are kept relevant and Engaging. 

- A safe space is created where students are 

encouraged to take responsibility for their learning.  
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3 Methods you can use to get involved in your childs 

Journey to Success. 

1. Find out what the expectations are for the school over 

the coming academic year. Contact the school and ask 

for details about the curriculum and exam boards 

being studied. This is becoming standard issue for 

most schools and will be given out on a parent’s 

information evening. This looks intimidating when 

first received but is intended to be useful to you as 

information in what to expect in the academic year. It 

will help you in managing your child’s time and 

ensuring that they are carrying out tasks at the right 

time. It will give you insight as to assessment points 

and recommended revision guides. This will help you 

to start conversations about ehat is happening in your 

child’s day. It won’t however guarantee that your 

child will work efficiently on their studies; if you try 

to tackle it all at one time it can seem overwhelming. 

At JG Educate, we are trained in managing the out of 

school learning process for you and your child. We 

introduce the information given to us by you in 

manageable chunks and address the learning and 

revision process in a way that it does not overwhelm 

the student but instead builds their confidence over 

time. 
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2. Get involved in the learning process. One of the most 

important ways of building students understanding 

and exam skills around a topic is through improving 

subject vocabulary through quizzing. This is an easy 

way of interacting with your childs learning through 

spending time checking them. This will help them to 

get comfortable with the knowledge elements of an 

assessment. You could even take this further by 

helping them to look for examples of the words in 

action. This is called application and is another basis 

of awarding mark in an examination. 

Although quizzing can be developed outside the 

classroom, we can provide the further mark building 

skills of Analysis and Evaluation and expression in 

writing, Teenagers often struggle with expressing 

answers with solid analysis and evaluation and our 

practitioners are trained in working with them to 

develop long answer techniques. 

3. Demonstrate every day examples of their learning to 

build interest. In view of 2. Above, students often do 

not appreciate the everyday applications of things 

that they are studying. This is another easy win in 

which you can show them the relevance of their 

topics for the way that the world works. An example 

of this might be, after doing the shopping showing 
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them the item which have increased in price and 

why this might have happened; is the weather 

affecting crops? Is this supply coming from the EU 

(after Brexit)? There are many ways in which you 

can use your home life to provide cognitive triggers for 

the exam halls. 

Our students are encouraged to read widely on 

current affairs and these are used to encourage 

conversation and thought. These conversations are 

considered key in the development of balanced 

argument and emotional intelligence; really necessary 

skills for life. Indeed many of our past students got 

involved with many debates at University! What is 

more, they have a respect for differing views and take 

full responsibility for their views. 
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 3 Reasons why you can’t see progress on your childs 

report. 

Back in the olden days, reports were very individualised, 

and handwritten and the point of the teacher was clear. 

There was a lot right with that approach as they left little 

to the imagination and demonstrated the teachers 

understanding of the student. That student-teacher 

relationship was central to the teaching and learning that 

went on in the classroom to various degrees of success. 

There is no doubt that the technology-based approach is 

an inevitable ‘improvement’ on the reporting system, 

especially for teachers considering the workload issues 

which exist. The level of improvement is really open to 

interpretation and let’s face it, not many opportunities are 

presented for interpreting the data realistically. 

1. Remember that reporting systems use a computerised 

view of whether your child is making progress. The 

starting point of target setting in the secondary sector 

is that score achieved through KS2 SATs. There are a 

huge number of factors which might affect this 

outcome. They are after all a test of a young child 

over several days which can be a great deal of 

pressure. 

The Year 6 SATs are then placed together with the 

results of Year 7 CATs tests to determine the 
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positioning of your child in the target system.  CATs 

stands for Cognitive Ability Test and breaks down as : 

Verbal Reasoning 

Non-Verbal Reasoning 

Quantitative Reasoning 

Spatial Reasoning 

These are used to determine classes and sets for your 

child. Again it is testing which is used to determine 

progress which can be difficult as it has no 

connection to the external stimuli of the child. This 

alone would suggest that targets may be somewhat 

meaningless. 

At JG Educate we aim to give you a more dynamic 

view of progress as your child moves towards their 

computer generated targets. We help you to have a 

clearer picture of the successes and areas for 

improvement. 

2. Technology alone cannot be used to educate and 

report on your child. Some would argue that 

education was more robust in the days before 

technology and it is largely an acceptable albeit 

romantic view . The view of schools is that the tests in 

Year 7 provide a picture of what a child should be 

able to achieve given the correct learning 
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environment. Correct is such a big word and when we 

consider the state of flux in the world economies 

today, it is difficult to determine what the overall 

ability of a child will be in 5 years time. There are 

other factors which must be considered and, it is not 

unusual for children to be susceptible to factors 

which haven’t been made obvious to the school. 

We use our open and honest conversations in order to 

supplement the data taken from assessments in order 

to track the results and form interventions as 

necessary. We are also able to help you in any 

communications that you have with the school. 

3. Children develop at different rates and respond at 

different rates. There is an old saying that if you 

judge a fish on its ability to climb a tree as well as a 

monkey, it would be labelled a failure. It is vitally 

important that you do not review the report and then 

compare it against other students or siblings. The 

education system has become very much one which is 

built upon results but this must be balanced with the 

developmental factors of the individual student. Some 

can hit the heady heights of GCSE top grades before 

16, some after and some not at all. What is important 

is that they are maximising learning opportunities. 
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3 Ways to remove stress from the home environment 

around Exam Season 

1. The mind needs to be calm in order to process 

ideas. Just because your child is a child, this does 

not mean that they do not experience similar 

anxieties and stress to us as adults. It is made that 

little bit more difficult because they are better at us 

at hiding it. Stress then comes out as acting up, 

disrespect and inefficient revision. In other words, 

the mind scrambles further and there is little or no 

progress and so it goes around in never decreasing 

circles for a long while. 

It is worth considering small practical steps that 

can be taken about living arrangements. Can a 

small area become a dedicated quiet space at 

certain times of the day where some focussed 

revision can be carried out. This also demonstrates 

to your child that their progress is important to you 

too. 

Another thing that you can do is to encourage them 

to take regular breaks and to go to sleep! They 

should also be encouraged to continue with leisure 

activities to balance stress levels and enhance the 

cognitive performance of the brain. All of these 
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things can be built into a revision timetable. We 

are happy to advise you on how to create this. 

2. Sometimes traditions must be temporarily parked 

up. I don’t have enough fingers to count the number 

of students who do not complete vital revision and 

provide the explanation that their parents insisted 

that they all go to nans for dinner 3 times a week 

(this is just an example, but you understand my 

point). Traditions which take time out away from 

the revision timetable may be fun but are they 

strictly necessary. Obviously, if this involves a sick 

relative, it may well provide necessary reassurance 

to remove stress from the student. This particular 

problem is one which has to be considered on an 

individual basis as it will vary from home to home. 

I would ask that you don’t ignore it though, it can 

quite easily end up in a cycle that does not improve 

the educational outcomes. 

3. Stress shows itself in different ways and sometimes 

just needs action and an ear. What on earth does 

that mean? In the old days, we were put on study 

leave from just after Easter and would revise and 

prepare for exams at home. Most would actually 

engage with the process, but others would not and 

needed more guided revision. This need for guided 

revision has not changed and the typical model is 
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one in which students are still expected to attend 

school until at least 2 weeks into the exams. 

Understandable but has its difficulties as it takes 

away the individual revision needs of students as it 

is still planned for most of the class. A balance is 

needed. 

A change of environment or method of learning can 

do wonders for the efficiency of managing a 

cognitive load. Whilst your child may revise well 

alone at home, this may be turbo charged by 

having access to online real-time classes of 3 others 

to have a basis to measure their progress and 

discuss those sticky questions. This availability may 

well ease a frustrated student and avoid any 

further arguments within the household. Those ears 

of fellow students and the focus that can be 

encouraged from these interactions are a proven 

formula. Students are only placed in group sessions 

with other likeminded students and the session is 

always supervised throughout by a qualified 

practitioner. 
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 3 Reasons why Austerity and Brexit should not stop 

you creating your ideal life. 

No-one is coming to save you! It’s a sad fact but 

unfortunately true. It is not unusual to feel fear of 

action in the current economic climate in the UK. The 

Austerity years brought with them cuts, job losses, 

repossessions and uncertainty and now Brexit and the 

possible consequences of a no-deal exit has left most 

people scratching their heads as to what comes next. The 

distractions are rife but the thing to focus on is the 

economy and the need to keep interacting to keep the 

opportunities available in that economy open to you. 

So, you may ask me, how does that make sense? The 

situation is made worse because it has come to the point 

that everyone has an opinion because they have been 

affected in some way. They are sometimes reasoned but 

often not reasoned correctly. At the centre of it all is the 

fact that the economy is a small hub in the middle of it 

all. People work and pay taxes, taxes are used to pay for 

public facilities, students get educated and develop 

careers that build the economy and households build 

wealth that is used to measure the strength of the 

economy. It goes on, people from abroad then see a strong 

economy and want to invest in the economy which 

grows stronger with more opportunities and we start 
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again…. (This is largely a Keynesian view that if you 

invest in an economy, you get more out). What happens 

though if you drop one factor, eg Education cuts?......... 

1. Education cuts will hit at all income levels if you let 

it. The management of your child’s education is 

ultimately down to you and your family. Schools are 

there to provide structure and guidance, but you 

make the decision on where your child will be 

educated. Although there is a myth that Private 

schools provide better education, this can be disproved 

because the same teachers can apply to work in both. 

In addition, State schools can produce extraordinary 

results. The reality is that there are many factors that 

can lead to your child needing a little extra help to 

achieve their best results. Economic cuts have hit all 

school budgets with difficult decisions being made 

and some outrageous ones. 

In this globalised, competitive world, that extra help 

can help your child enter the economy at a level 

which they can build a successful happy career. What 

is more, even though it may cost you to get a quality 

offering, the returns are what counts towards your 

ideal life. We take the economic considerations very 

seriously and this is why the building of a 

partnership between us, the parents, the student and 
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the school is key. To do nothing where a problem 

rears its head is to accept whatever happens without 

putting up a fight. 

2. There are opportunities to be had which take little 

time. Let’s face it, the economic environment has left 

most people down in the dumps. It is ever difficult for 

many to get up and show up. The point is though 

never giving up. As the £ weakens against the dollar 

and the economy weakens, an opportunity is provided 

for British businesses as foreign businesses and 

customers will want to buy from here as it cheaper 

than many other places! So, is this desirable in the 

long term? No, we don’t want a weak economy long 

term but it certainly provides opportunity for you to 

seek ways of increasing income. As people set up 

businesses there are more jobs available (in theory) . 

There are also more ways of building income 

yourselves through small business opportunities.  

A little bit of thought can go a long long way 

building incomes, providing for your child’s 

education and whatever else features on your list of 

goals.  

3. The economy operates in cycles and typically recovers 

at some point. Note the use of some point. With the 

introduction of further external factors such as 
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technology, the adjustment process is less predictable. 

The power to you is in what you do when the 

economy is less active in preparation for when it 

picks up again. Acting is setting an intention which 

you will be able to benefit from when the time is 

right. Now is the time to help yourself and/or your 

children prepare for any changes that might occur. 

This preparation may take many forms however it 

really needs to take a form that you can work with. 

The approach must take into account individual 

aspirations. 

We can help you in working out your best outcomes 

and the most efficient way of achieving them. We help 

you to build the confidence to be the forward-

thinking version of you that improves daily. 
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A Gift for You 

TUITION SCHOLARSHIP AWARD 

We are proud to announce our scholarship award for the 

2020 new intake of students. 

Availability: Silver Package or above courses booked 

between 23rd November 2019 and 31st January 2020.  

Value: £713 or 20% of the value of the course. 

Visit: http://www.jgeducate.com 

*commitment required of 12 months subscription, subject to 

completion of diagnostic test. 

 

For further assistance and to ask any further 

questions book a FREE CONSULTATION today. 

http://www.jgeducate.com/

